A role for antiangiogenic therapy in breast cancer.
The success of the angiogenesis inhibitor bevacizumab, the vascular endothelial growth factor antagonist that was recently shown to significantly improve the survival of patients with metastatic colon cancer when administered in combination with conventional chemotherapy, has provided proof of principle in clinical trials that antiangiogenesis can be an important strategy in the treatment of cancer. This report reviews the contemporary therapeutic approaches for breast cancer, the essential role that angiogenesis plays in the initiation and progression of this disease, and the strategies that should be considered to make antiangiogenic therapy a successful component of breast cancer treatment.